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MARCHING INTO THE HEAT 
 

Your Dispatch editor has been doing extensive travel 

across the country over the last month, and it has 

been more than unusual to be in Mobile Alabama at 

the end of February with temperatures in the 40’s 

only to return to Phoenix in the 90’s the same week!  

With Railfair 2026 is coming up, it will be yet another 

hot weekend.  

 

While this talk of hot weather may seem trivial, it is 

a perfect segue into Division activities.  There are 

lots of opportunities for your participation.  At the 

February 14th Division meeting there were about 30 

members in attendance.  As the 14th is Arizona 

statehood day or alternatively that lesser-known 

holiday, we may have missed some members but 

our attendance at meetings has been steady.  

President Mike called the meeting to order 

promptly at 10:00 AM.  Secretary Angelo Lautazi 

presented the membership report but did note that 

numbers may change based on the number of 

outstanding membership dues.   Treasurer Mark 

“Smurf” Thompson reported on the Division 

finances which remain healthy.   

 

In old business, the Souper Bowl auction earned 

$3,553.00 from the auction of which a 3rd was due 

to donations to the club.  There is still room for the 

November auction.  If you have items that you 

would like to sell, let Chris know and provide your 

list of items. 

 

In new business, Railfair was discussed.  The 

Scottsdale McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park 

elected to do a single day event on March 14th which 

is the same day as our Division meeting.  We need 

volunteers all day, but most critically at 7 AM and 

during the meeting.  Anyone who volunteers during 

the meeting not only will have their Hudson ticket 

honored if it is pulled at the meet, but lunch will be 

provided for those who volunteer during this critical 

TCA Mission:  To develop an appreciation of and to preserve an important segment of history – Tinplate Toy Trains –through 

research, education, community outreach, fellowship, establishment of collecting standards, and to promote the growth and 

enjoyment of collecting and operating toy, model and scale trains. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR – UPCOMING EVENTS 
March 14th – Desert Division Meeting 

9:00 AM – Paradise Valley United Methodist Church – 4455 E Lincoln Dr, Paradise Valley, AZ 

Meeting in Room H-1 

 

March 14th – Railfair 

8:00 AM to 5:00 PM – Scottsdale-McCormick Railroad Park 

7301 E Indian Bend Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85250 

 

March 21 – TCA Rio Grande Chapter Meeting 

9:00 AM  to 11:00 AM – Wheels Museum, Albuquerque, NM 

1100 2nd St SW, Albuquerque, NM 87102 
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time.  The event ends at 4 PM and it is always helpful 

to have volunteers who are willing to pack up the 

trailer.    For those who do not know, this will likely 

be the last event our Division trailer will be used at.  

It is the intent that the trailer will be sold and there 

are some potential offers already for it.  As has been 

discussed at meetings over the last year, we do not 

have the same number of volunteers staffing the 

trailer and, in many ways, the Division has shifted to 

other priorities making the trailer no longer as viable 

for our current mission.  In the meantime, if you 

want to run your trains for the public, this is a great 

opportunity to do so.   

 

In April, we start off on the first Saturday with the 

tri-club picnic at the Railroad Park on April 4th.  

Details will be forthcoming, but our master chefs 

will be at the grills preparing tasty burgers, brats, 

and dogs for our collective enjoyment.  The Division 

will follow up with the regular meeting on the 11th 

of April.   

 

The “Pizza Meetza” will be a little different this year.  

In years past we have done member only auctions 

and most recently education segments on 

members’ other hobbies.  This year it will be a 

traditional meeting with the bonus of pizza and 

fellowship at the end of the meeting. 

 

President Mike presented a proposal to sponsor a 

standard gauge display at the McCormick-Stillman 

Railroad Park.  Chris Allen spoke to this proposal 

pointing out that the only major gauge not 

represented at the Railroad park currently is 

standard gauge.  Chris followed up with a motion to 

the membership stating, “I move that the Desert 

Division commit up to $10,000 for the installation of 

a Standard gauge layout in the Model RR Building in 

the Scottsdale RR Park”. Dave Brown seconded. Paul 

Wassermann amended the motion to add “a 

permanent display”.  The discussion focused on the 

number of visitors who regularly go to the park.  In 

2025 alone, over one million visitors went through 

the layouts building.  This is outreach on a scale not 

seen by TCA in general, let alone for the Desert 

Division.  While we may be saying goodbye to the 

trailer, this new opportunity has enormous 

potential for the Division and for the hobby in 

general.  Asking for a show of hands, all members 

voted in the affirmative. There were no dissents. 

 

The educational segment theme was “Train we love 

the Most”.  Chris Allen presented a pair of American 

Flyer Santa Fe Alco PAs he purchased at the most 

recent auction.  With some work he was able to get 

these locomotives running well.  Paul Wasserman 

brought lead figures based on Barclays figures to 

celebrate the Winter Olympics.  Many were gifts 

from past Division Christmas Parties.  John Craft 

presented a vintage Bing 1 Guage locomotive, “The 

City of Bath” from 1904 and discussed how Bing 

started in 1863 and was at one time the largest toy 

manufacturer in the world.  This locomotive was one 

of their first attempts at entering the model 

railroading industry.  Jonathan Peiffer presented a 

few pages from the most recent issue of “Diesel 

 magazine featuring locomotives at the 

Morenci Mine near Clifton, AZ and several Atlas 

California Zephyr cars in several paint schemes that 

they have worn over the last 70 plus years.  He 

explained that despite his current part-time 

employer’s excellent passenger car offerings, he felt 

these cars were the best plastic tooled O-scale cars 

ever made. 

 

The first Hudson raffle ticket was pulled and your 

Dispatch editor was lucky to win the first $100 

drawing.  In keeping with the spirit that Scott Russel 

has done numerous times over the years, he 

donated the $100 back to the Division.  While this is 

not a requirement, it is a kind request to think of 

how we can help our Division continue to prosper 

now and into the future.  Certainly, winning the 

raffle is nice, it is nicer to keep it in the Division.  

There are many ways we can help our Division and 

this is just one.  Something to consider if you are 

lucky enough to have your name pulled. 

 

Desert Division thrives on the interaction of our 

membership.  We hope to see you at the meeting on 

Saturday and hopefully at Railfair too.  Happy 

training!

Era ” 
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FEBRUARY 14TH MEET PHOTOS 
 

 
Chris Allen brought a layout featuring Marx Trains. 

 

Christie Wilson with lots of books for sale. 

 

Paul Wasserman’s collection of winter themed figures. 

 
John Craft with a drawing of the prototype for his Bing 

locomotive. 

 
Chris Allen showing how to use a commonly available 

LED light to simulate a structure fire for a layout.  Fun! 

 
This year’s Hudson LTI Scale “modern” Hudso
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MINUTES FEBRUARY 11TH, 2026 TCADD BOARD MEETING AT MIKE DIETRICH’S HOME 
 

In attendance: Mike Dietrich, Mark Thompson, John Craft, Paul Wassermann, Steve Bienstock and Angelo 

Lautazi. On the phone: Chris Allen and Terry Hass.   

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM.  

 

Membership: The Desert Division has 108 members, and the Rio Grande Chapter has 64. Division total is 172.  

25 members still have outstanding dues. 

  

Treasurer’s Report:  Checking $18,993.32, Savings $499.17, Paypal $370.12, Ebay Acct $1611 and Wells Fargo 

$26,071.00. 

 

Old Business: Recap 

• The Souper Bowl Auction went well.  Commissions to the Club were $2383.00 and donations to the Club 

were $1170.00.   

 

New / Ongoing Business  

• Railfair’s new date is Sat. March 14th, and it is a one-day event. We hope to set the trailer on Friday.  We 

will still have our regular meeting that Saturday.  We will ask for a few volunteers to set up the trailer on 

Sat. 

• The Annual Picnic will be on Sat. April 4th at the Railroad Park. 

• Trailer Sale –We will create a sales offering and use Ebay to advertise the sale. 

•  Hudson Raffle 2026 – Angelo has offered the Club a new Lionel NYC Hudson from 1994 for $500. Mike 

made a motion to accept this offer and the Board unanimously agreed. 

• In order to reduce our inventory of the Atlas cars we will start selling them on Ebay for $69.99.  

• Chris reports that he has acquired 100 lots from Chuck Bidder’s estate for the Nov. auction. 

• Chris has proposed that the Division has an opportunity to install a Std.Ga. layout in the RR Park Building. 

Chris is familiar with the process being involved with the GCMR and the recent S Ga .display at the Park. 

After listening to the pros and cons the Board decided to pursue the process of installing the Std. Ga. 

Display at the Park.  Mike will bring the issue to the membership on Sat. and ask for a Vote.   

• Mike will contact the new owners of the restaurant where we held last year’s Board appreciation dinner 

and see if  they can accommodate our group for this year. 

 

Board meeting was adjourned at 8:55 PM. 

 

The next Board Meeting on Wednesday Mar 11, 2026, will be at Paul Wasserman’s home. 

 

Minutes submitted by: Secretary, Angelo Lautazi 
  

 

 

 

 

DESERT DIVISION BOARD OF DIRECTORS  2022-
 

President:      Mike Dietrich 623-572-3538      Directors: Art Lites   505-463-1951 
Vice-President:      John Craft      Terry Haas  
Secretary:     Angelo Lautazi              
Treasurer:     Mark Thompson 307-631-4474           John Zaval  602-843-4909
   
 

Paul Wassermann 480-949-1620  

480-580-5950

602-319-0499

 

 
2026

480-206-0366
Steve Bienstock 480-326-1177
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Dear Friends, 

 

Welcome to March and the winterless winter of 2026. With Spring training in full swing and road construction 

in every direction it’s a busy time in the desert. The Division continues to be busy as we have a full schedule of 

meetings, auctions, a show and a party to plan for 2026. The upcoming events are listed below in the Ear to 

the Rail. 

 

We hosted a successful Souper-bowl auction as discussed last issue and will host Rail Fair and our monthly 

meeting on the same day this month! Remember if you volunteer at Rail Fair and you have a Hudson ticket; 

you are still eligible to win the $100. We would love a few more volunteers for this event so please come by 

(9a-4p). 

 

We will be hosting the annual picnic before the next newsletter so please plan to join us on April 4th at the 

Train Park for another afternoon of fun, food, and fellowship. 

 

I’d like to take a moment and thank our volunteers that make these events a success. We will hold our annual 

volunteer and board lunch on March 22nd. The event was amazing the past few years, and we plan to go to 

Pizzicata (formerly Bottega) to celebrate those who make this club go. Please RSVP so that I can get a head 

count. The new owners assure me we will have a fantastic time with a private room and full menu availability. 

 

Just another reminder that it’s still dues season and I hope you will take the time to renew both your TCA and 

Desert Division dues. We look forward to updates on the Auction, Holiday Party, and Train Meet as spring 

develops.  

 

Ear to the rail: 

March 14th:  Regular meeting and member sales tables – H-1  

March 14th: Rail fair at McCormick- Stillman Railroad Park (Volunteers still needed) 

April 4th: Annual tri-club picnic at the McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park (details to follow) 

April 11th:   Regular meeting   H-1  

May 9th:   Regular meeting and Pizza (likely H-1) 

 

As I will close each newsletter, I hope to welcome you to one of our events or meetings and I’d like to add two 

more “C’s” to the Chamber of Commerce slogan: Collecting and Camaraderie, as the latter is what keeps us 

going! 

 

March education segment: “This is March? But it’s a dry winter heat”. Which train in your collection makes 

you think of a winter wonderland.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

    

 

The Dispatch is published monthly except July and December by the Train Collectors Association, Desert Division,  

6920 E Continental Dr, Scottsdale AZ 85257-3228.  This issue is Volume

models.

55, No. 3 (March 2026).
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VEHISOTE 
By Bruce J Brown TCA #95-41451 

 

 

Daniel Manson Sutherland, and his son of the same 

name, were British inventors from the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries who were responsible for 

developing the basic manufacturing process for 

products still in use in the 21st century.  Despite their 

twenty-four (24) United States and twenty-one (21) 

Foreign patents, they are virtually unknown today, 

with their accomplishments largely uncredited. 

 

Daniel Manson Sutherland was born in London, 

England in April 1857. A native of Scotland, Mr. 

Sutherland, came to Sunbury Cross, England in 1883 

on his appointment as chief engineer and assistant 

manager of the Lincrusta-Walton Works.  

 

Frederick Walton, inventor of Linoleum in 1863 and 

inventor of Lincrusta in 1877, founded the Lincrusta-

Walton Works. Lincrusta was a decorative embossed, 

water-resistant wall covering that was installed on the 

Titanic and hung at the White House. 

 

It became necessary to develop a strong backing for 

the Lincrusta called millboards. Millboards were 

historically a type of thick cardboard made by gluing 

sheets of paper or a composition of old rags and 

linens. They were used for bookbinding, box making  

and industrial purposes. Millboards were also used as 

lining for Victorian railway carriages.  

 

Sutherland experimented with new techniques to 

manufacture millboards. He developed a method 

using the hot pressing of a thick wood pulp. Walton 

eventually relinquished control of the company and in 

1898, Sutherland became managing director of the 

company known as The Patent Impermeable 

Millboard Company. 

 

The factory was in Sunbury on Hanworth Road, 

alongside the railway, and had its own sidings to bring 

in raw material and ship out manufactured boards. 

 

 

 
 

Factory originally established to produce millboards in 

the late 19th century 

 

 

By 1907, Sutherland developed a revolutionary 

process for a new type of board—fiberboard—as 

explained in the British patent “Improvements in the 

Manufacture of Sheets of Paper Pulp, Wood Pulp or 

the like and Apparatus therefor.” (GB 190807301). The 

patent was filed on April 4, 1908. Even while living in 

the UK, Sutherland filed for a U.S. Patent,” Apparatus 

for the manufacture of sheets of pulp” on October 19, 

1907. It was awarded October 4, 1910, as US971,936. 

 

 



-7- 

 

The essence of the invention was to make a cellulose-

based fiber wall board made from a liquid-like pulp, 

derived from recycled paper or wood pulp, that is 

compressed under high temperature, high pressure 

and vacuum suctioning to remove water. It produced 

a semi-hard board with unique temperature 

insulation, sound deadening, and waterproofing 

features. 

 

To sell his invention in the United States, Sutherland 

departed Liverpool and arrived in New York on the 

Lusitania, February 1, 1908, for “business” purposes. 

He stayed in New York for two weeks and arrived back 

in Liverpool on 22 February 1908 on the Cunard ship, 

Lucania. This trip occurred immediately after the initial 

filing for a U.S. Patent. 

 

At some point, Eugenius Outerbridge, a US 

entrepreneur of great wealth and having wide-flung 

financial interests, apparently finds out about 

Sutherland’s successful work at the Patent 

Impermeable Millboard Company plant. 

Outerbridge was born in Philadelphia in I860. He was 

educated in private schools in Philadelphia, after 

which he went to St, John’s, Newfoundland, to enter 

the business of Harvey & Co. After remaining there for 

two years he came to New York and established the 

firm of Harvey & Outerbridge, exporters and 

importers. His wealth grew exponentially taking 

ownership of in the Bermuda Trading Company, The 

Pantasote Leather Company, the New York, Bermuda 

and Caribbean Steamship Company and serving as the 

Director of the Equitable Life Assurance Society, 

Davies Textile Company, Delaware & Hudson 

Company, the Chase National Bank, the Seamen’s 

Bank of Savings and the Equitable Life Assurance 

Society of the United States, and a trustee of the 

United Hospitals Fund. 

Not too shabby. 

 

 
 

Eugenius Harvey Outerbridge 

 

Four months after Sutherland’s U.S. visit, Outerbridge 

travelled to Liverpool on the Cunard Steamship Line 

Lusitania, arriving 23 June 1908, and returning to New 

York on the Mauretania, 17 July 1908—a two-week 

visit. It is a safe assumption that he met with 

Sutherland in the U.K. 

 

In March 1910 the opening of the Agasote Millboard 

plant in Trenton, N.J. is announced. The article shows 

that Sutherland will serve as manager of the new 

company with Outerbridge listed as Vice President 

(but who is the real financer.) 
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Trenton Evening Times Trenton New Jersey Friday 

March 04, 1910 

 

The company objective was the “manufacture of a 

specially prepared board that is used for the roof 

linings of railway and trolley cars.” 

 

A ship manifest on September 21, 1910, shows Daniel 

Manson Sutherland, 53, travel on the Oceanic leaving 

Southhampton for New York and arriving on the 28th. 

He was heading to Trenton, N.J., the new home for 

Agasote Millboard Company. Along with him are Ethel 

Manson Sutherland, 27, who is the wife of Daniel’s son 

Daniel Jr. Also are her children Maud, 4, Douglas, 2, 

and Ethel, an infant. Sutherland arrived for his new 

U.S. job. 

 

Considering all the back-and-forth ocean travel, the 

assignment of patents, and the appointment of 

Sutherland to be manager of the plant, it leaves no 

doubt that Sutherland’s invention was the motivation 

behind the creation of the Agasote Millboard 

Company.   

 

Sutherland, along with his son, had 8 more patents 

they shared with the Agasote Millboard Company 

from 1914 to 1926. These patents further refined 

Sutherland’s pulpboard invention. After 1926, they 

continued to secure more patents but retained full 

ownership.  

 

Outerbridge travelled on Lusitania two more times, 

once in 1911 and another in 1913. He obviously liked 

the ship but was especially fortunate not to be on the 

fateful May 2015 crossing.  

 

The Agasote Millboard products were also sold for use 

in automobile and truck bodies. These uses were 

advertised under the banner of one of Outerbridge’s 

most established companies, Pantasote, the makers of 

fake leather and curtains for automobiles. 

Outerbridge wanted to leverage Pantasote’s name 

recognition and involvement in the auto industry to 

help sell the Agasote Millboard products. 

 

 
 

New York Tribune New York New York Tuesday June 

21, 1910 
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In 1914, Agasote became officially rebranded when 

the Vehisote trademark was approved. The trademark 

might have been derived from “Vehicle” 

 

 
 

Official Gazette of the United States Patent Office July 

7, 1914 

 

Ford ambulances were manufactured in York, PA, at 

15 a week. Some were sent to Belgium for the war 

effort. “The panels and different parts of the body 

are made of ‘Vehisote,’ a composition that is not 

affected by climatic conditions and whose qualities 

are said to be far superior to wood.” 

 

-The York Dispatch York Pennsylvania Saturday March 

20, 1915 

 

In the mid-1910’s Vehisote was used by many private 

aftermarket companies to build truck bodies for 

businesses all around the country. 

 

 
 

Fort Worth Star Telegram Fort Worth Texas Sunday 

December 16, 1917 

 

 
 

The Daily Oklahoman Oklahoma City Oklahoma 

Sunday April 29, 1917 

 

 
 

The Brooklyn Daily Times Brooklyn New York Saturday 

February 24, 1917 
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“The Reo Springfield Company delivered…an 

attractive panel body truck…the side panels are 

made of a comparatively new material called 

Vehisote. Vehisote is a secret composition supposed 

to have a wood fiber base and is hydraulically 

pressed into sheets. The material is much lighter in 

weight than wood or sheet metal and has the 

advantage over wood because, having no grain, it 

will neither crack nor warp. Its advantages over 

metal panels are that it does not dent as easily and 

does not produce the drumming sound noticed with 

metal bodies.” 

 

-The Springfield Daily Republican Springfield 

Massachusetts Sunday November 25, 1917 

 

Towards the beginning of the 20’s, the auto industry 

started moving away from the Pantasote Leather roofs 

and Vehisote. The Agasote/Pantasote Companies 

needed a new sales focus--the building construction 

business. 

 

 
 

Asbury Park Press, Asbury Park, New Jersey December 

16, 1921 

 

 
 

Asbury Park Press, Asbury Park, New Jersey, 

December 30, 1921 

 

By 1921, Vehisote was officially rebranded as 

Homasote—Home? 

 

 

 
 

Official Gazette of the United States Patent Office, 

February 15, 1921 

 

The ads continue. “…we have decided to change the 

name of our building-board for exterior and interior 

work from ‘VEHISOTE’ to ‘HOMASOTE’.” 
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The Central New Jersey Home News New Brunswick 

New Jersey June 17 1922 

 

 
 

The Courier News Bridgewater New Jersey Monday 

June 26, 1922 

 

And in a bizarre moving-mini-house application…. 

“Contrary to general belief, the (Pantasote company) 

official continued, Homasote and Vehisote are  

 

different products, the latter being especially adapted 

for interior work and Homasote for both interior and 

exterior.”  

 

 
 

Asbury Park Press, February 20, 1923 

 

Sales of Vehisote diminished through the 20’s in favor 

of the Homasote branding. The company changed its 

name to the Homasote Company by 1938. 

Starting in 1932, 4’ x 8’ thin sheets of plywood became 

readily available for the home consumer. This was to 

have a profound effect on the model railroading hobby 

when it became more easily possible to permanently 

mount track to a layout board allowing for storage 

under a bed or vertically in a storage area of a home. 

Track plans started to accommodate the 4’ x 8’ 

dimensions.  
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Washington Evening Star, October 2, 1932 

 
 

The Washington Daily News Washington District of 

Columbia Thursday August 10 1933 

 

4’ x 8’ sheets of Homasote boards also became readily 

available to the public by 1935  

  
 

The Morning Call, Allentown Pennsylvania, 

Wednesday October 23, 1935 

 

Homasote was used to rapidly build wartime housing. 

A 1941 project in Carquinez Heights, California, 

consisting of 992 Homasote houses, was built in 73 

days. A development for the Norfolk Navy Yard 

consisting of 5000 Homasote houses was built in just 

154 days. 

During the 1950’s, Homasote was widely advertised as 

a quiet underlayment for electric trains. 

Model Railroader magazine, January 1955, and 

Railroad Model Craftsman, February 1959, had articles 

describing the use of Homasote.  

One of the earliest times that Homasote was 

advertised in connection with an electric train was in a 

1951 ad. It is reasonable to assume that model railroad 

enthusiasts started using it in the 40’s. 
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The Marion Star, Marion Ohio, November 30, 1951 

 

 
 

Sunday News, Lancaster Pennsylvania, November 18, 

1956 

 

 
 

  

Detroit Free Press, Detroit Michigan, December 18, 

1961 

 

By 1963 the slot car craze began, and train sales 

dropped precipitously, but hobbyists continued to find 

a use for Homasote. 

 

 
  

Democrat and Chronicle, Rochester New York, 

December 19, 1964 

 

Through the years Homasote has been used in a 

variety of uses including soundproofing, bulletin 

boards, theater & film sets, underlayment for flooring, 
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exhibit displays, signage and display boards, and –of 

course--model railroads & hobby projects. 

  

The Homasote company still exists surviving the years 

through ups and downs. Gypsum boards, Tyvek 

sheathing, and fiberglass insulation replaced the need 

for Homasote in home construction. Today, the 

Homasote Company creates custom packaging for 

shipping mechanical, electrical, and high-tech 

materials. This appeals to exporters whose destination 

countries now impose import restrictions on wooden 

and cardboard packaging for environmental or insect-

prevention reasons. Through the years, Homasote 

remained an environmentally friendly product, never 

containing asbestos or hard chemicals. 

 

Epilogue 

• Outerbridge died November 10, 1932, in New York 

City at 73 years old.  

• Sutherland died May 21, 1943, in Teddington, 

England at 86 years old. 

• Sutherland still maintained managerial control of 

the Patent Impermeable Millboard plant back in 

the U.K all the while supporting Outerbridge in the 

U.S.  

 

Like many factories in its area, the plant went 

bankrupt and closed its doors in February 1992. It was 

replaced by… 

 

 

One of companies in the Patent Impermeable 

Millboard group included Sundeala—the U.K. version 

of Homasote. It managed to survive for 21 more years 

but entered bankruptcy on April 6, 2023. 

  

Sutherland was a prominent member of Sunbury 

Urban District Council. Sutherland Avenue off Green 

Street, about a mile south of the Travelodge, was 

named after him. 

 

If one researches Homasote, even at the company 

website, there is no recognition that Daniel Manson 

Sutherland is responsible for the invention and 

development of Homasote. Eugenius Outbridge gets 

all the recognition for obtaining its “secret recipe” 

from England. 

 

“Eugenius H. Outerbridge founded Homasote 

Company in 1909 as the "Agasote Millboard 

Company." An industrialist who brought Homasote's 

secret manufacturing process to the U.S. from 

England” 

       

--Homasote Company 

 

Through the years, this phrasing has been copied and 

repeated in numerous websites and journals.  While 

Outerbridge may have facilitated the funding for the 

plant here in the U.S., he did not invent Homasote. 
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DIVISION AUCTION IS ALWAYS FULL OF SUPRISES 
By Greg Palmer # 94-39039 

 
I have been either going to or participating in the 

Desert Division Auctions since 1994.  It never ceases 

to amaze me how unusual and rare items 

sometimes turn up at our auctions.  This year's 

Souper Bowl Auction was no exception.   

 

I was able to obtain the R. Bliss Baggage car floor toy 

at the auction. I have enclosed a photo of the car.  

As Chris Allen told us in the Dispatch, he almost 

threw away this item but doing research he found 

out it was a rare toy.  

 

 
 

It is rare because it was made in the 19th Century 

and out of wood, nails and glue with Lito paper 

as outside covering. Which makes it very easy to 

destroy.  The item was an R. Bliss wooden floor toy 

made in 1889.   

 

The Baggage car I won at the Division Auction was 

from the original set the R. Bliss New York Central 

Railroad Set #61 which included a Locomotive, no 

Tender, a Baggage Car, and a Passenger Coach. It 

also included Alphabet building block set which fit 

into the cars. The roofs of the cars are not fastened 

down so they just lift-up, and the blocks are taken 

out of the cars. Most 19th and early 20th Century 

toys combined play and education at the same time.  

 

The R. Bliss Manufacturing Company was 

established in 1832. Rufuss Bliss the founder of the 

company, developed a machine and process for 

making wooden screws for cabinet makers and 

piano makers of the time. Before R. Bliss wooden 

screws were hand made one at a time. R. Bliss began 

making toys around 1871.  They made Ships, Boats, 

Animals, Horse and Wagons, and floor Trains.  

 

R. Bliss is most famous for their Doll Houses, of 

which some stood 2 feet tall and about 2 feet wide. 

R. Bliss also made wooden Clamps for cabinet 

makers and furniture makers. You can still find them 

on eBay today and in good order. This R. Bliss 

Baggage Car from R. Bliss set #61   is about the oldest 

item in my collection of Trains and Toys.  I would like 

to thank Christie Wilson and Paul Wassermann for 

helping with the logistics in my winning and 

obtaining the wonderful item from the distant past. 

 

 
 



 

Dues are $15.00 per year.  (Members may pay up to 5 years in advance). No. of Yrs.    X$15.00=  
 A Desert Division Badge is $18.00 (optional):  

The Desert Division Newsletter,   
 

 
Please Indicate Your Hobby Preferences from the Categories Below. Check All that Apply. 
 

TRAIN ERA MANUFACTURER ¨ 23E. Buddy-L ¨ 23AA. USA Trains 

¨ 1. Pre-war (1850-1942) ¨ 14. American Flyer ¨ 23F. Carlisle/Finch ¨ 23BB. S-Helper Service 

¨ 2. Pre-war (1945-1969) ¨ 15. Lionel ¨ 23G. Elletren ¨ 23DD. Fleishmann 

¨ 3. Pre-war (1970-present) ¨ 16. Marx/Mars/Allstate ¨ 23H. Hafner ¨ 23EE. Carette 

GAUGE ¨ 17. Ives ¨ 23I. Hoge ¨ 23FF. Eastwood Auto 

¨ 4. Scale / NMRA ¨ 18. Dorfan/Fandor ¨ 23J. Hornby ¨ 23GG. Amer.Model S Ga. 

¨ 5 Standard ¨ 19. MTH ¨ 23K. Issmayer ¨ 23II. Colber 

¨ 6. G or #1 ¨ 20. Williams ¨ 23L. LGB ¨ 23LL Bowser 

¨ 7. O or O27 Tinplate ¨ 21. K-line ¨ 23M. Marklin PERIPHERALS 
¨ 8. S ¨ 22. AMT/Kusan ¨ 23Q. Plasticville ¨ 26. Figures/Vehicles 

¨ 9. HO ¨ 23. Other-please specify ¨ 23R. Littletown/Skyline ¨ 27. Toys 

¨ 10. OO  ¨ 23S. Pride Lines ¨ 28. Paper/Books 

¨ 11. N ¨ 23A. Basset/Lowke ¨ 23T. REA/Aristo-Craft ¨ 29. Buildings 

¨ 12. Z ¨ 23B. Bing ¨ 23W. Voltamp ¨ 30. Railroadiana 

¨ 13. Live Steam ¨ 23C. Boucher ¨ 23X. Weaver Do You Have a Layout? 

 ¨ 23D. Bub/Karl ¨ 23Y. McCoy ¨ 24.YES           ¨ 25. NO 

Desert Division Membership Form 

Last Name: First Name: Spouse’s Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

E-mail Address: 

Cell Phone: 

Home Phone: 

TCA No. 

Date of Birth:  ____________________ 

“The Dispatch”, will be sent to your email address. 
 
Make your check payable to:  TCA - Desert Division       Total $=  
Mail your check to the Division Secretary: 
Angelo Lautazi, Div. Secretary 6109 E Sonoran Trl Scottsdale, AZ 85266 
 

   Member or Applicant’s Signature                                                    Date 



 

 

    
 

RAILROAD                       - CHANGE 
 

 

 
 

ARENELL SERVICE & REPAIR - FACTORY AUTHORIZED MTH AND LIONEL SERVICE.....1825 E. LAUREL ST. MESA AZ 85203. 
CALL RAY 602-565-6603 FOR SERVICE APPOINTMENT. ARENELL@AOL.COM TCA#97-45797 Repairs on Postwar Lionel, MPC, 
LTI as well as MTH "O" Gauge and "G" Gauge. Certified MTH upgrade center Discounts to members of all local clubs. I pay cash 
for train collections old or new, large or small. VISA & M/C 
 

BUILDING A LAYOUT? – We can furnish all GarGraves products at discount prices.  Flex and sectional track, uncoupling tracks, 
and accessories in all gauges; the new 072 and 100” and 042 switches; DZ1000, Rix, and Tortoise switch motors, Acme controls, 
NJ signals, and the new Z Stuff optical crossings.  For a list, contact Peter Atonna 928-636-4228 or e-mail at mjatonna@gmail.com 
 

 

- 
- 

This page is provided as a service to our members for trading among themselves on a space available basis. Contact them directly for items listed 

above. Contact Editor when your item sells so space can be made available to other members.   
**DEADLINE FOR AD’s – THIRD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH ** 

 

 

THE TRAIN STATION – Mountain Lakes, NJ.  Top 10 Authorized Lionel and AF Sales and Service since 1974.  New, Used, Bought, 
Sold, Repaired.  973-263-1979  www.train-station.com.  
 

 

FOR SALE:  Lionel 38071 SP Cab Forward 4-8-8-4 Brand new, never run $750.  Lionel 51008 Burlington Pioneer Zephyr brand 
new, never run $900.  Lionel 38014 D&RG Challenger 4-6-6-4 OB $750.  Lionel Prewar STD Gauge #10 set, Peacock, 332, 339, 
341 cars.  Individual boxes and set box $325.  Lionel Prewar STD Gauge #8 set, Red, 337, 338 cars plus transformer.  Individual 
boxes and set box $250.  Lionel Santa Fe 2333-20 P X AB Diesel, battery compartment clean.  Individual boxes and set box $250.  
Chet Henry 480-532-3065 or bchenry@cox.net. 
 

FOR SALE: 

 

FOR SALE:  TMK Lionel Prewar 0 & Standard 1900-43, Lionel Postwar 1945-69 TM Lionel 1970-89, 3-Rail price guide, Lionel 
1901-95, Lionel 1970-1992, Lionel 1901-1997 each $20, Greenberg’s Repair & Operating Manual 736 pages $30, Lionel Train 
Book 131 pages $20, Hess Toy Truck &Racer 1997 $15, Southern Cresent Limited 9530-34 new $75, MDH Track Layout 
&Accessory Manual 64 pages $20, MDH  Operating 0&027 Trains 237 pages $20. Dan Martin 520-360-0519  dannieaz@cox.net 
 

FOR SALE: Lionel Model Builder magazine, complete run #1 thru #80 (1937-1949) plus the pre-release Sample Copy of Lionel 
Model Engineering. All with covers, no cut-outs; $495 + S/H, or I’ll bring to DD meet. Tim Halchuck, Fountain Hills, AZ. Cell 
213-700-5455 or email tim@sound-sources.com 
 
FOR SALE: MTH Premier 20-20340-1 DC-3 w/PS3 $300, MTH MT-6019 UP Four Car aluminum passenger set $100,  MTH 20-
6538 Five car ABS passenger set $150 –- PayPal & credit cards - Chris Allen 480-820-9559 sparkyshome@cox.net 
 

WANTED: for my collection. Lionel prewar and postwar engines in master cartons, scarce separate sale items such as Lionel 
scrapers, bulldozers, boxed autos, Lionel  6464-700 Santa Fe, -900 New York Central, -250 Western Pacific, -450 Great Northern 
boxcars in Type III body molds, mint freight cars in high grade original boxes, 6414 Autoloaders with autos in yellow, brown, or 
kelly green with grey bumpers, following cars in separate sale boxes: 6352 Culvert car, 6352-1 PFE icing car, 3460-25 Piggyback 
car, any rare Lionel items.  Bill Sivley 281-804-3629 or mrwls911@yahoo.com 
 

WANTED: VHS Tapes, Lionel - The Great Years 1955 & 1956 by Joe Algozzini/Don Varda (I have 1954) - Marx 51100 Southern 
Double Deck Auto Carrier or Flat Cars with trailers/tractors, Marx E-7’s - Chris Allen 480-820-9559 sparkyshome@cox.net 

                     TRACK SALE - New: Case of GarGraves phantom rail track, 50 sections OB, $350 (retail $635); case of Midwest cork
roadbed, 25 pieces OB, $50 (retail $75). Can be shipped at actual shipping costs.  Peter Atonna  mjatonna@gmail.com 

WANTED: New or used Hallmark ornaments, vintage toys, & collectibles.  I buy collections large or small.  Give me a
call and lets chat.  Renee Schornack (TCA Rio Grande Chapter) 505-720-5953.

Admin
Text Box



This car has landed!

From the award winning Saddle 
Mountain Brewing Company 

Home of the Taildragger and those 

stationed at nearby Luke Air Force 

The Desert Division is offering this Atlas 0 
Master series 3 bay cylindrical hopper in a  

  custom run of 125 cars 
       

BUY YOURS NOW: ONLY $79.95! 
ships to you now! 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________ State: __________ ZIP: _____________

Quantity @79.95, ______ Shipping @$15 for one _________ or $20 for two_________

Pick up at a meeting _____, no shipping cost:  Enclosed: $______________


Make checks to: Desert Division and mail to:

Desert Division 


25375 N. Feather Mountain Rd.

Paulden, AZ 86334


You can order online: go to TCADD.org


